
The Life and Work of  

Jean-Baptiste Poquelin (Moliere) 

In the Context of World Events of the 17th Century 

 
 

 

1605 – Miguel De Cervantes writes 

Don Quixote De la Mancha the first 

modern novel 

 

1606 – Jamestown, Virginia, 

established-first permanent English 

colony on American mainland. 

Pocahontas, daughter of Chief 

Powhatan, saves life of John Smith. 

 

1609 – Johannes Kepler publishes his 

Laws of Planetary Motion which 

explained the movement of planets 

around the sun. 

 

 

1610 – Galileo Galilei sees the 

moons of Jupiter through his 

telescope. Galileo also showed the 

Copernican system in which the 

planets circle the sun was correct. 

 

1611 - King James Version of the 

Bible published in England. 

 

1616 – Shakespeare dies. 

 

1618 – Start of the Thirty Years' War 

- Protestants revolt against Catholic 

oppression; Denmark, Sweden, and 

France invade Germany in later 

phases of war. Johannes Kepler 

proposes last of three laws of 

planetary motion. 

 

1619 – The first African slaves are 

brought to Jamestown. 

(Slavery is made legal in 1650.) 

 

1620 – Pilgrims from England arrive 

at Plymouth, Massachusetts, on the 

Mayflower. 
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1626 – Peter Minuit buys Manhattan 

island for the Dutch from Man-a-hat-

a Indians for goods worth $24. The 

island is renamed New Amsterdam. 

 

 

1630 – Boston is founded by 

Massachusetts colonists led by John 

Winthrop. 

 

1631 – The Taj Mahal is built in 

India (1631 - 1653) 

 

 

 

1633 – The Spanish Inquisition 

forces Galileo Galilei to recant his 

belief in Copernican theory. 

 

 

 

 

 

1642 – English Civil War. Cavaliers, 

supporters of Charles I, against 

Roundheads, parliamentary forces. 

Oliver Cromwell defeats Royalists 

(1646). Parliament demands reforms. 

Charles I offers concessions, brought 

to trial (1648), beheaded (1649). 

Cromwell becomes Lord Protector 

(1653). Rembrandt Harmenszoon 

van Rijn paints his Night Watch. 

 

1644 – End of Ming Dynasty in 

China-Manchus come to power. 

René Descartes's Principles of 

Philosophy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1648 – End of the Thirty Years' War. 

German population about half of 

what it was in 1618 because of war 

and pestilence. 
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1622 – Jean-Baptiste Poquelin 

(Molière), eldest son of Jean 

Poquelin and Marie Cressé, 

baptised in St. Eustache church. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1632 – Burial of Molière’s mother, 

aged thirty-one 

 

1633– Molière’s father marries 

Catherine Fleurette 

 

1636 – Molière probably entered 

Jesuit College at Clermont 

 

 

 

 

 

1643 – Molière receives from his 

father the sum of 630 livres on 

account of his mother’s estate and 

renounces his right of succession to 

the office of Royal Upholsterer. 

 

1644 – Jean-Baptiste Poquelin for 

the first time signs his name 

“Molière,” in contract with the 

ballet-master Daniel Mollet 

 

1645 – Molière arrested for debt 

and imprisoned in the Grand 

Châtelet. 

 

1645 – Molière again imprisoned 

in the Grand Châtelet. 

 

1645 – Molière leaves Paris and 

begins his theatrical career in the 

country. 

 

1648 – “The Sieur Morlierre [sic], 

one of the comedians of the troupe 

of the Sieur Defresne” appears 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1658 – Oliver Cromwell dies; son 

Richard resigns and Puritan 

government collapses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1660 – English Parliament calls for 

the restoration of the monarchy; 

invites Charles II to return from 

France. 

 

1661 – Charles II is crowned King of 

England. Louis XIV begins personal 

rule as absolute monarch; starts to 

build Versailles. 
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before the civis authorities of 

Nantes, humbly to beg permission 

to erest a stage and present 

comedies 

 

 

 

1651 – Molière in Paris in 

connection with the settlement of 

his mother’s estate. Receives 1965 

livres. 

 

1653 – Molière’s first professional 

appearance before the Prince de 

Conti at La Grange-des-Prés. For 

three years thereafter Molière’s 

company known as “The 

Comedians of the Prince de 

Conti.” 

 

1658 – Molière plays for the first 

time before the king. The King’s 

decree makes Molière’s company 

La Troupe de Monsieur, frère unique 

du rei. 

 

 

 

 

1660 – First performance of 

Sganarelle, or, The Imaginary Cuckold 

at the Petit Bourbon. Molière in 

the role of Sganarelle 

 

1661 – Performance of The Jealous 

Prince. Molière in the role of Don 

Garcia. 

 

1661 – First performance at the 

Palais Royal, of The School for 

Husbands. Molière in the role of 

Sganarelle. 

 

1661 – First performance of The 

Bores before the King 

 

1662 – Molière and Armande 

Bèjart married at St. Germain 

l’Auxerrois. 

 

1662 – First performance of The 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1664 – Isaac Newton's experiments 

with gravity. The English seize New 

Amsterdam from the Dutch. The city 

is renamed New York. 

 

1665 – Great Plague in London kills 

75,000. 

 

 

 

 

1666 – Great Fire of London 

destroys an estimated 80% of the city 

of London. 
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School for Wives. 

 

1663 – First performance of The 

School for Wives. 

 

1663 – First performance of The 

Versailles Impromptu. 

 

1664 – First performance of The 

Forced Marriage at Palais Royal. 

 

1664 – Louis, Molière’s son, dies.  

 

1665 – First performance of Don 

Juan or The Feast of Stone. 

 

1666 – First performance of The 

Misanthrope at the Palais Royal.  

 

1666 – First performance of The 

Doctor in Spite of Himself.  

 

1667 – First performance of The 

Sicilian or Love as a Painter. 

 

1668 – First performance of The 

Miser at the Palais Royal. 

 

1670 – First performance of The 

Mafnificent Lovers. 

 

1670 – First performance The 

Burgher, a Gentleman.  

 

1671 – First performance of The 

Rascalities of Scapin and the Palais 

Royal. 

 

1671 – First performance of La 

Contesse d’Escargabnas. 

 

1672 – First performance of The 

Imaginary Invalid, Molière’s last 

comedy. At four o’clock fourth 

performance of The Imaginary 

Invalid, Molière has a haemorrhage. 

Molière dies around ten o’clock at 

his home in the rue Richelieu. 

 


